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EXPERIENCE THE FALLAS
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On spring evenings, when the days started to grow longer,
it was no longer necessary to work during the hours of
darkness and the parot, a traditional lamp used to light the
workshop during the winter, was burnt at the door of every
workshop. The craftsmen gathered together wood shavings
and gash wood which they fed to the fire along with junk
brought by the people of the neighbourhood. The uprights
and arms of the parot, estai or pagés, were animated with
rags and old clothing, giving the lamp a human aspect, the
addition of a hat provided it with a kind of head. And so the
Ninot, or doll-like effigy, was born. It only remained for these
effigies, based on whatever farce was gripping the
neighbourhood, the city, the country or the world, to be placed
on a pedestal –all the better to be seen and mocked. Another
factor in understanding these ingenious sculptured structures
is the llibret, a booklet containing an explanation of the “subject
and theme of the Falla” in verse form. An authentic Valencian
Falla consists in the combination of all these creative elements.

THE ORIGIN OF THE FALLASWITH THOUSANDS OF LIGHT BULBS STRUNG IN
GARLANDS AND HANGING FROM COLUMNS,
VALENCIA, IN ALL ITS VIVACIOUS SPLENDOUR
AND AMIDST THE EAGER REVELRY OF ITS PEOPLE,
STAGES THE MOST SPECTACULAR OF FESTIVALS:
THE GREAT, DRAMATISED PANTOMIME OF LIFE,
WHERE CURRENT EVENTS ARE SATIRISED: THE
FALLAS.

THE FALLAS WERE BORN IN THE VERY HEART
OF THE TOWN. A TOWN THAT HAS ALWAYS
BASKED RESPLENDENTLY IN SUNSHINE AND
BLUE SKIES, IN SERENE, ROMANTIC NIGHTS;
WHERE FLOWER GARDENS AND VEGETABLE
GARDENS, THE INHABITANTS OF ALLEYWAYS
AND NEIGHBOURHOODS CO-EXIST IN COMPLETE
NATURALNESS AND SIMPLICITY.
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